TO  THE  FIRST  UNITED  DIET

with my Prussian schooling, and I returned to Berlin with
less liberal opinions than when I quitted it; but this reac-
tion was again somewhat mitigated when I was brought
into immediate connexion with the workings of the po-
litical machine. Upon foreign politics, with which the
public at that time occupied itself but little, my views, as
regards the War of Liberation, were taken from the stand-
point of a Prussian officer. On looking at the map, the
possession of Strasburg by France exasperated me, and a
visit to Heidelberg, Spires and the Palatinate made me
feel revengeful and militant. In the period before 1848
there was scarcely any prospect for a Kammergerichts-
Auskultator and Regirungs-Referenda^ who had no rela-
tions whatever with the ministerial and higher official
circles, of partaking in Prussian politics until he had
travelled the monotonous road which would lead him
after decades of years through the grades of a bureaucratic
career, to gain notice in the higher posts, and thereby win
promotion. In the family circle in those days, men like
Pommer-Esche and Delbrlick were represented to me as
model leaders on the official road, and work upon and
within the Zollvereinwas recommended as the best line to
strike into. So far as, at my then age, I seriously thought
at all of an official career, I had diplomacy in view, even
after my application to the minister Ancillon had evoked
very little encouragement thereto from him. Not to me,
but in exalted circles, he used to indicate Prince Felix
Lichnowski as an example of what our diplomacy lacked,
although it might have been surmised that this personage,
as he exhibited himself at that time in Berlin, would not
exactly come in the way of an appreciative estimate from
a minister sprung from an Evangelical clerical stock,
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